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This research examines the emergences of two styles of Female Dance and Male Dance, and a
segment of female dancers who are dressed in male clothing and dance in Male Dance style within
Awa Odori. Awa Odori, a Bon dance festival in Tokushima City, attracts 1.3 million spectators each
year. The research clarifies how and why the dance styles emerged within Awa Odori, originally a
freestyle dance. For the research, issues of the Tokushima Shinbun (newspaper) were examined, Awa
Odori performances were observed, and Awa Odori group chiefs were interviewed.

First, it was found that content creators such as photographers, writers, and so on were attracted
by advertising imagery geishas, and female dancers known for their youth, beauty, and sexuality,
contributing to the emergence of the Female Dance in the 1960s. Next, the fashion trend of short
skirts in the latter 1960s shook off the taboo against women'’s public exposure of body. Several Awa
Odori groups produced Female Dance with Happi Coat segments, which became popular among both
spectators and female dancers, and contributing to the emergence of the Female Dance with Happi
Coat. Awa Odori has evolved into a group dance involving dancers of several established styles and
formations. The perspective of discourse providers and necessity of several styles and segments in
Awa Odori as a formative dance have contributed to the emergence of these two new styles and the

new segment.
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