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This study aims to examine the characteristics of Rudolf von Laban’s dance performance primarily
through an analysis of a dance drama Don Juan. In this piece, Laban himself performed the title
role Don Juan. The review of the piece at that time illustrated that Laban’s gestures displayed
ambivalent masculinity; it possessed a bipolar profile between the brutality and the noblesse. Laban
as a choreographer also highlighted the intimate relationship between solo dancers and the mass of
movement choir, in which Don Juan exerted magical power. The choreography and the organization
of solo and mass dancing reflected Laban’s mystical idea of ‘Pantasognosis (phantastic gnosis)’ as
well as his conception of ‘Spannung (tension), which would awaken involuntary, collective memory
of bodily movement. Accordingly, the overall mise-en-scene depicting the mental conflict of Don Juan
and its corporeal performance by Laban fulfilled the apocalyptic nature of expressionist aesthetic of
the grotesque. Considering the context of modern masculine identity in dance history, and then the
discourse of crisis of male sexuality in the Weimar era, it is postulated that display of masculinity might
embody grotesqueness of maintenance of autonomy against male sexuality in crisis.
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