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In Thailand the dance education has been introduced into the school since the beginning of the 20"
century and developed in a unique way. Firstly dance is categorized as one of the art subjects.
Secondly the main genre in dance education is not western dance but Thai traditional one. Thirdly
people graduated from dance major could have opportunities to become dance teacher in school. Last
the higher education for dance major student is developed and organized very well.

Moreover in the 21* century Thai dance education, especially one in the higher education system,
was drastically changed: the nation-wide reformation for the faculty of education —from 4 into 5 year
degree-—, the introduction of contemporary dance into the curriculum for Thai dance major and so
forth.

This paper focused on history as well as current situation of Thai dance education. The objectives
of this research are two higher education schools: Witthayalay Natasin [the College of Dramatic
Arts], which has played a center role of dance education in Thailand, and Sataban bandit Phatanasin
[Banditpatanasilpa Institute]. Through the examination of my research date, I analyzed how they can

make Thai traditional dance regenerated in contemporary Thailand.
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